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SENT TO: Amembassy, PARIS TOPOL A 9 PRIORITY 

POLTO 179 

Agree Monday meeting needs preface giving our general view recent 

Berlin events. Use following line: 

Communist closure Soviet sector border with West Berlin is major 

Soviet move in deepening crisis over Berlin. Direct countermeasures such 

as West has employed in past to meet more limited Communist actions have ^ 

been thoBOughly examined and appear in general be inadequate. Available *£* 

measures in fact more likely give Upression weakness than strength. ZC2 

Viewing latest Soviet move as one action in broader East-West ~X"i 

conflict, it ia clear that most important and urgent task for West is 

increased military preparedness by all NATO members. Latest Soviet action/ 

which dangerously heightens state of tension between East and West, must >J 

be read as unequivocal sign of Soviet intention to press with all meai 

to achievement of Soviet and tsk East German goals on West Berlin. View 

in this light it is apparent most effective and meaningful response to ^ \ 

; latest Communist action is not solely matter for Three Powers o~ ^ 



<»ur but for all HATO Allies. 

frsclal yrobl«« was clearly need to raas* 
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force*. Hence decieion re atrengthening of U.S. garriaon Berlin. Reque.t jac \ 
indicate to othera in HAC or bilaterally that it would be helpful if their 
government, would aeek appropriate occasion expreaa their underatanding and support 
of this move. Suggeat uae also Vireleaa File Report Sectary's -Meet the Preas" 
interview Aug . 20 . ' S 
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